[Poorly differentiated endocrine carcinoma of the colon].
Small-cell endocrine carcinoma is a particularly aggressive form of endocrine carcinoma characterized by its rapid and early metastatic dissemination. We report a 59-year-old man who presented with abdominal pain as the initial manifestation of a colonic small-cell endocrine carcinoma with early liver metastases and poor prognosis. Poorly differentiated endocrine carcinomas are rare tumours that generally occur in the lung, but are exceptionally localized in other sites. Generally, these tumours have an aggressive behaviour with early metastatic spread, and curative surgical resection is often impossible. Despite aggressive chemotherapy, these extended tumours have an unfavourable outcome.